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Brown Bear Cranium Excavated from Ikushina-Kita Kaigan Site
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During the 2004 excavation of the Ikushina-kita Kaigan site in Sharichou, the cranium of a brown bear
(Ursus arctos) was found in the accumulated cover soil of pit dwelling No. 3 directly beneath the Tarumae
a (Ta-a) tephra layer that descended in 1739. Judging from the size of the crown portion of the canine teeth,
the specimen is clearly male. Also, due to the presence of a perforation in the left parietal bone, there is a
high possibility that this specimen was used in an Ainu "sending off" ritual. The discovery of this specimen
is extremely significant as it supports the claim that pre-18th century Ainu utilized the holes of pit dwellings

in the performance of rituals.
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